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Nail Finish Reference Card

Crème
Solid-looking colour without obvious sparkle.

Sheer
Translucent coverage that leaves the nail

visible.

Jelly
A transparent, coloured-glass-like look.

Crelly
A finish between creamy and jelly-like coverage.

Shimmer
Fine reflective particles creating a soft glow.

Glitter
Distinct sparkling particles.

Flakie
Irregular flakes rather than uniform sparkle.

Metallic
A metal-like sheen.

Chrome
A smooth, highly reflective or glazed effect.

Iridescent
A shifting coloured sheen, often translucent.

Holographic
Rainbow reflections, scattered or in a band.

Multichrome
An angle-dependent shift between colours.

Magnetic
An effect shaped using magnet-responsive

particles.

Matte
A surface with reduced gloss.

Record the shade, coats, layers and lighting.

Swatches are illustrations, not photographed comparisons. Finish names overlap between brands.
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My polish swatch log
One row per photographed look, so you can repeat the result.
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